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ARE WOMEN'S CLUBS TOO ABSORBING?

The Countess of Aberdeen Makes an Appeal to the American Women
for the American Home- —

VERY remarkable event took
place at the Auditorium dur-

ing the eonvocation of the Uni-
The im-
mense audience hall was crowded with

versity of Chicago.

a gay and brilllant assembly, the
women in the boxes being all in even-
Ing dress, On the platform were seat-
ed the faculty and trustees of the uni-
versity, wearing the academic cap ‘and
.gown. and though the university is so
young in years, if old In wisdom, most
of the professors wore the colors which
designated the honors: they had re-

ceived from the older universities as
well as forelgn ones. Back of the fae-
ulty were “seated the undergraduates
and the sluﬂents, also in énp and
gown, who were to take special orders
of degrees. When the procession filed
“on to the platform the vast audlence
arose, arnd stood until all were seated.
On the morning of that day I had
‘been in the audience at the same place
which was gathered to listen to Mr,
Moody, who was conducting & series
of revival meetings. No one could fail
being impressed with the different at-
mosphere of the two cccasions, though
both were elevating and both Interest-
ing, but oh, so different. At the Moody
meeting the audience exhibited an emo-
.tional 4nd Intense interest. In the evens
ing the religious element, rather than
“the érijinticmal, was apparent, Quisted
‘and sobered by Intellectual culture,
never ;vaa the “psyehology of a crowd™
better {llustrated than in these two
meetings, and had any one a doubt of
what atmosphere signified, they would
have comprehended at once by having
been present on these two gceasions,
Frofessor Peabody, of Harvard, gave
the kevnote of the oceasion in his
opening prayer—earnest and stately,
and yet so simple that a little child
could understand. But the remarka-
ble feature of the convocation was the
central figure seated next to President
Harper on the platform. Tt was the
Countegs of Aberdeen, wife of 'the
Governor-General of Canada. A woman
was for the first time in the hls-
tory of the higher universities invited
to dellver the convoecation address,
The selection of Her Kxcellency was a
happy thought in many ways. Her
connection with l-lngla.nd and Canada
made It more official, and gave an in-
ternational aspeet to the event, honor-
ing, as it were;, all women of the Eng-
lish speaking peoples. The Countéss is
a beautiful woman, “divinely tall,'' of
the extreme Anglo-Saxon type, with a
full, rounded, distinct volce, which is
the special gift of pur English sisters.
Bhe read her address from a manu-
script. her subject belng “The Effect of a University Education on the Home,"”
a subject most vitally interesting at present both to men and women.

In her addrese the speaker discussed organization, especially the organiza-
tions among woemen. She expressed her surprise that she had been selected to
give such an address, a woman without a university training and of another
country, and she felt, therefore, doubly honored. She spoke of the great feder-
ations and organizations of women at the present day, and of the necessily
which first existed for woman to educate herself in self-control, in intellectual
hosgpitality, In co-operation, and that only in organizations composed of women
alone could they have acquired the necessary self polse and courage to ex-
press their own opinlons and the liberality of listening (o those of others with-
out irritation. =

The revival of the home is the miesion which Lady Aberdeen urges, not
alone on college women, but on all women., “Home life relleved of its drudg-
ery because organization has been brought into it; home life permeated with
the influence of culture based on equality of education, of responsibility and
of opportunity; home life based on a mutual knowledge of ane another's
nature and mission.”” These are noblé and true words, and the note of wsaurn-
ing which they convey is not premature,

The woman's club movement is a great educator, but it has now reaclaed
the period of development where it should endeavor to be a power in the com-
munity, not through the preponderance of the woman element in philanthropy
or In social life, but because Its members have educated themselves to the
point of being able to grasp the benefits to be derived from co-operation, angl
they nowr feel their experience In organlzation has enabled them to hav e

The Countess of Aberdeen.

opinions of theilr own and vet work In perfect harmony with others for the
bettering of civit or comunity life,

The clubs should now reach out beyond the Hlmits of their membership and
extend their influence by giving the privileges of the club to the families which
the members represent. A large club should have a board of adyvisers of mean,
specialists in the lines of work which the club has organized. A daughters’
day and children's day also could be established, and thus the close corpora-
tion feeling would be avoided, and the family would cease to consider the club
as their possible rival in mothers' affections, Nelther should the speakers at
the elub meetings be always women; among the many men who are students
of philanthropy or of social economics there are some who have a most im-
portant message to deliver to society, and a woman's club furnishes an ideal
audience for such a speaker. Artists and authors, even statesmen and busi-
ness men, would be glad to address the great women's clubs throughout the
United States on the subjects which interest them, for the sympathetic inter-
est of an sudience of intelligent women will always be pleasant, and rightly,
80, to a man. Thus by using specialists, whether & man or & woman, many
mistakes in amateur philanthropy, clyvica or education, are avoided, and when
a subject is presented by both men and women the one-sex view Is obvialed.
It would be a strange anomaly if the so-called woman movement were to put
into the world the exclusively feminine point of view instead of the exclu-
slvely masculine one, which women deplore. It Is from the mingling of the
two that wisdom comes,

The Countess of Abeirdeen’s plea for the revival of the home Is applicable
to club women as to university women, for the club is the university of many,
women, and it needs to have such an {deal put into words, X & e



